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The first step in what promises to be a lengthy and difficult process of reining in the Honduran
military was taken in early March with the formation of a high-level commission charged
with drafting concrete proposals for restructuring the secret police (Direccion Nacional de
Investigaciones, DNI). Formation of the new commission came after several weeks of intense antimilitary sentiment sparked by the explosive testimony of DNI defector Josue Zuniga (for most
recent previous coverage see CAU 02/26/93). Tegucigalpa Archbishop Oscar Andres Rodriguez
will preside over the 15-member commission. Other members include senior military officers,
two supreme court justices, officials from the administration of President Rafael Callejas, leaders
from the country's four political parties, and representatives of two major media enterprises.
The commission, which has 30 days to fulfill its mandate, has no executive authority and is only
empowered to make recommendations. Nonetheless, given the current clamor for armed forces
reforms, it is unlikely the government would ignore eventual commission recommendations. One
of the main proposals under consideration is to remove the DNI from military control and revamp
the institution into a judicial investigations unit. Also up for discussion will be a purge of DNI
ranks to dismiss those implicated in corruption and in human rights abuses. (Source: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 03/02/93)
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